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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 


s Minister of State for For- 
estry and Mines, | have 
charged with ensuring the 

ontinued prosperity of one of Can- 
ada’s most valuable renewable re- 
sources, the forests. With one out 
of fifteen jobs in Canada directly or 
indirectly dependent upon forestry, 
management of the forest resource 
is a priority for both federal and 
provincial governments. 


The Federal Government has long 
realized the importance of the for- 
estry sector to the people of New 
Brunswick, and has demonstrated 
its commitment to maintaining a 
healthy forest industry through re- 


ew Brunswick is a prov- 

ince rich in forests. In 
87% of all our land is produc- 
forest land. As Minister of the 
Department of Natural Resources, 
an important part of my job is to see 
that this resource is wisely used. 
Our forests must provide material 
for our industry today, and tomor- 
row. 


Our industry’s wood requirements 
place great demands on our for- 
ests. Although only 2.8% of Cana- 
da’s productive forest is in New 
Brunswick, we account for 5.4% of 
the national harvest. 


The forest industry is the keystone 
of our economy. New Brunswick 
forest products have a value in ex- 
cess of more than $1 billion. One 
person out of every eight employed 
in New Brunswick is dependent on 
the forest industry, either directly 
(perhaps as a mill worker) or indi- 
rectly (perhaps as a store owner in 
a forest industry town). 


search, technical expertise, and fi- 
nancial assistance programs. The 
current Canada/New Brunswick 
Forest Renewal Agreement is the 
latest in a series of federal/provin- 
cial forestry programs dedicated to 
ensuring a future supply of timber 
to the industry, to creating employ- 
ment and income opportunities for 
the people of New Brunswick, and 
to ensuring our forests are sus- 
tained for the enjoyment of future 
generations. 


This Highlights Brochure describes 
the progress we have made to- 
wards these goals through Agree- 
ment programs. 


Long-term planning is what we re- 
quire, and what we practice. For 
more than a decade, we have been 
partners with the federal govern- 
ment in putting many of these plans 
into action. Under successive fed- 
eral/provincial forestry agreements, 
we have established a Maritime 
Seed Extraction Centre and three 
provincial forest nurseries. These 
were important first steps as we re- 
alized that the fibre we harvest must 
be replaced. 


Along with planting activities, and 
carefully planned harvesting, we 
have used our partnership with the 
federal government to promote sil- 
viculture programs on both Crown 
and private land. 


The Forest Renewal Agreement has 
allowed us to plan and work for A 
Forest in Our Future, while making 
the wisest use of our forests for to- 
day's needs. 


Hon. Gerald Merrithew 
Minister of State 
for Forestry and Mines 


Hon. Morris Green, Minister 
New Brunswick Department of 
Natural Resources 
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CANADA/NEW BRUNSWICK 
FOREST RENEWAL AGREEMENT 


1984-1989 


THE ECONOMY 


orestry is New Brunswick's 

largest industry. In recent 
s, almost one-quarter of all 
s produced in the Province and 
roughly 45% of all provincial ex- 
ports, valued at over $1 billion, have 
been forest-related. 


The sector directly generates over 
15,000 jobs, and is indirectly re- 
sponsible for another 20,000. The 
people of 40 communities rely upon 
the sector alrnost totally for their 
livelihood, while another 50 com- 
munities are dependent to a lesser 
degree. 


THE RESOURCE 


ighty-seven percent of New 

Brunswick is productive 

forest land, the highest proportion 

in Canada. Softwoods dominate, 

constituting 65% of the resource in 

New Brunswick, with the other 35% 
made up of hardwood species. 


The spruce budworm infestations 
and harvesting practices of the past 
have left New Brunswick with large 
areas of mature to over- mature tim- 
ber, but with relatively small areas 
of immature softwood forest to pro- 
vide a future harvest. 


These conditions make the options 
for forest management in New 
Brunswick limited and expensive. 


THE CHALLENGE 


he challenge facing the for- 
est industry is to carefully 
harvest the mature forest, while 
protecting it against insects, fire, and 
disease, to maintain a sustainable 
supply of raw material to industry 
for the next 30 years. A concurrent 
program of silviculture treatments 
such as planting and thinning will 
promote new and faster growth, re- 
ducing the time the younger forest 
needs to reach harvestable size. 


Despite an apparently abundant 
resource, New Brunswick requires 
a silviculture program of at least 


28,200 ha (one hectare equals 2.47 


Current industrial requirements ex- 
ceed the annual sustainable har- 
vest of the unmanaged forest. 
Without a major silviculture pro- 
gram, a softwood shortage is in- 
evitable; companies would be forced 
to decrease their production or 
cease operations entirely within the 
next 30 years. As many as 25% of 
the sector’s jobs would be lost. 


acres) annually to avoid shortages 
in fibre for pulp and paper, and 
sawlogs and veneer quality timber 
for the solid wood industries. 


MEETING THE CHALLENGE: 


PAST EFFORTS 


n the early 1970's, New Bruns- 
wick recognized the need for 
sweeping changes in existing polli- 
cies and attitudes to combat im- 
pending shortages of softwood and 
quality hardwood. 


These major changes in policy, as 
well as the expansion of compre- 
hensive forest management activi- 
ties, were made possible by a series 
of federal/provincial forestry agree- 
ments, at first under the auspices 
of the General Development Agree- 
ment from 1974-1984, and pres- 
ently under the Economic and 
Regional Development Agreement 
which will run from 1984-1994. 


The first of these Agreements, the 
Canada/New Brunswick Forestry 
Subsidiary Agreement (1974-1979), 
developed the initial forest renewal 
infrastructure, funding the construc- 
tion of tree nurseries and develop- 
ing comprehensive silviculture 
programs. Through initiatives which 
expanded the Provincial Forest Ex- 
tension Service and encouraged the 
establishment of woodlot owner as- 
sociations and marketing boards, 
the Agreement demonstrated an 
awareness of the potential of pri- 
vate woodlots, for both wood supply 
and income opportunities. 


The Province’s evolving awareness 
of the needs of the resource led to 
the Crown Lands and Forests Act 
(1982), which formally declared pri- 
vate land the primary source for 


Governmess 
Pablicetions 


softwood supply, ensuring maxi- 
mum utilization of company-owned 
forest resources and private wood- 
lot timber. The forest industry would 
be required to develop and follow 
long-term industrial and resource 
management plans. The new act 
ties together the four most impor- 
tant functions of forest manage- 
ment: allocating the resource, 
planning the harvest, silviculture, 
and protection. 


The second Forestry Development 
Subsidiary Agreement (1980-1984) 
continued to fund intensive silvicul- 
ture to increase the softwood sup- 
ply on Crown and private lands, 
while providing financial assistance 
programs to develop income and 
employment opportunities for pri- 
vate woodlot owners. 


One out of eight jobs in New Bruns- 
wick is directly or indirectly related 
to forestry. 


geo 


MEETING THE CHALLENGE: 


PRESENT EFFORTS 


The Canada/New Brunswick 
Forest Renewal Agreement 
1984-1989 


ombatting the impending 

softwood shortage con- 
tinues to be first priority for the cur- 
rent $77.4 million Canada/New 
Brunswick Forest Renewal Agree- 
ment. Silviculture initiatives under 
the Agreement have completed 
25,000 ha annually on Crown and 
private lands, just short of the 28,200 
ha required to meet the needs of 
industry. 


Management recommendations 
prepared by a professional forester 
or technician can help a private 
woodlot owner make optimal use of 
a woodlot. 


Other concerns include forest man- 
agement planning and research into 
techniques applicable to current 
forest conditions; upgrading private 
woodlot management through tech- 
nical and financial asistance; and 
increasing income and employment 
opportunities through the produc- 
tion of quality specialty products. 


The following text highlights the 
achievements of the first four years 
of the Canada/New Brunswick For- 
est Renewal Agreement. 


Approximately 25,000 ha of silvi- 
culture are completed annually un- 
der the Canada/New Brunswick 
Forest Renewal Agreement. 


FOREST MANAGEMENT - 


PRIVATE LANDS 


ew Brunswick's approach 
to forest management 
must differ from that of most Prov- 
inces because 51% of the forested 
land is owned by the private sector. 
For example, there are over 30,000 
small woodlot owners, and more 
than 100 large and small compa- 
nies, all with unique objectives for 
their properties. This makes forest 
management on this tenure both 
important and complicated. 


Large Freehold 


Eighteen percent of the Province’s 
forests are owned in large parcels 
of over 4,000 ha by private owners. 


A funding percentage that rises as 
an owner increases forest manage- 
ment output has encouraged com- 
panies to step up their silviculture 
efforts, to the point that output has 
already exceeded the goal estab- 
lished at the beginning of the 
Agreement. Over the first four years, 
participants have contributed 1,830 
ha of precommercial thinning, 5,715 
ha of reforestation, and 1,260 ha of 
residual hardwood removal to- 
wards increasing New Brunswick's 
softwood supply. In addition, over 
15,000 ha of silviculture have been 
completed to meet the sub-pro- 
gram’s requirement that a certain 
level of silviculture be performed at 
company cost before Agreement 
funding can be obtained. 


Private Woodlots 


Thirty-three percent of New Bruns- 
wick’s forests are made up of small 
woodlots between 10 and 4,000 ha. 


With the assistance of the Agree- 
ment, New Brunswick's private 
woodlot owners have completed 
3,446 ha of reforestation, and 7,275 
ha of stand improvement over the 
past four years. 


The silviculture performed in New 
Brunswick, while helping to main- 
tain the supply of raw material to 
industry, and thus protecting jobs 


More than 1200 owners access the 
program annually. Some perform 
the work themselves, supplement- 
ing their annual income, while oth- 
ers hire planting and thinning 
contractors, providing much- 
needed employment in rural areas. 


in the future, also provides imme- 
diate employment for planting and 
thinning contractors and their crews 
around the province. 


FOREST MANAGEMENT — 


FEDERAL LANDS 


nder the current Agree- 

ment, funding has been 

provided for the first time for forest 

management on Federal Crown 

lands, which make up 2% of the 
Province’s forest lands. 


The potential of native woodlots, 
particularly as a source of employ- 
ment opportunities, is now being 
explored. The Agreement has 
funded management plan prepa- 
ration, road construction, stand im- 
provement and training programs 
on these lands. 


Reforestation and stand improve- 
ment have also been carried out at 
CFB Gagetown and the Acadia For- 
est Experimental Station. 


New Brunswick's provincial nur- 
series have the capacity to pro- 
duce more than 32 million seedlings 


FOREST MANAGEMENT —- 


CROWN LANDS 


orty-seven percent of New 
Brunswick's land base is 
Provincial Crown Land. Under the 
silviculture component of this Pro- 
gram, a total of approximately 
16,000 ha of reforestation and stand 
improvement are completed an- 
nually. In addition, plantations on 
Crown Land have been tended to 


control unwanted competition to en- 
sure the seedlings are free-to-grow, 
and funding has been provided to- 
wards operation of the three Prov- 
incial nurseries. A_ plantation 
assessment program monitors the 
development of both new and older 
plantations in the Province. 


Site preparation is an integral part 
of the reforestation process. 


each year for the reforestation pro- 
gram on Crown forests and private 
woodiots. 


FOREST MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 


his program funds projects 
and studies designed to 
lore innovative methods which 
enhance forest management 
techniques, planning and develop- 
ment. Reforestation programs have 
begun to use the genetically su- 
perior seed developed through the 
Tree Improvement project. Thirty- 
three hectares of seed orchards 
have been established on Crown 
land, bringing the total area to 85 
ha, and second-generation or- 
chards are already being estab- 
lished. 


The Site Classification project 
aims to develop a system of forest 
site classification which will enable 
foresters to prescribe appropriate 
forest management techniques at 
the site-specific level, improving the 
productivity of silviculture pro- 
grams. 


Improving the hardwood resource 
is the objective of the Hardwood 
Silviculture Development sub- 
program. A research and develop- 
ment initiative has conducted a va- 
riety of trials, including nursery 
production, seedling outplanting, 
seed procurement, and thinning, to- 
wards developing more effective 
hardwood silviculture practices. As 
well, an operational component has 
completed 1,415 ha of stand im- 
provement. 


A large variety of activities have 
been carried out under Forest 
Management Planning and Op- 
portunity Identification. For ex- 
ample, one project evaluates the 
performance of different seedling 
containers with respect to tree de- 
velopment after planting. Another 
provided funding for a workshop on 
precommercial thinring which 


brought together representatives of 
federal and provincial agencies, in- 
dustry, and silviculture contractors. 
Still others have investigated forest 
fertilization, conducted equipment 
trials, and studied methods of plan- 
tation tending. All are designed to 
improve overall management of the 
forests. 


The control methods being devel- 
oped under the Spruce Budmoth 
Feasibility Study may provide a bi- 
ological way of controlling this for- 
est pest. 


DEVELOPMENT OF PRIVATE WOODLOTS 


he objectives of this pro- 

gram are to increase em- 
ployment and income opportunities 
in specialty products, and provide 
assistance for woodlot manage- 
ment activities not directly related 
to increasing the softwood supply. 


To develop the full potential of 
woodlots, Woodlot Planning pro- 
vides funding for the preparation of 
woodlot management recommen- 
dations by Provincial Forest Exten- 
sion staff for woodlot owners. Thus 
far in the Agreement, 231 of these 
management plans have been pre- 
pared. To facilitate private woodlot 
management, a data base has been 
developed for province-wide data 
storage and retrieval. This system 
will maintain up-to-date records of 
all small holdings in the Province, 
and the forest management activi- 
ties carried out on each. 


Technology Transfer/Training/ 
Education has provided funding for 
the trial, purchase, or modification 
of innovative equipment suitable for 
use in harvesting or silviculture ac- 
tivities on private woodlots. For ex- 
ample, the program assisted a 
contractor in purchasing a Raumfix 
brush rake, which allowed him to 
expand his business beyond har- 
vesting to include site preparation. 


Another aspect of the program is 
the assistance it has provided for 
government and woodlot owner as- 
sociation representatives to attend 
a wide variety of informative pro- 
grams and seminars, to expand their 
knowledge and investigate new for- 
est management techniques which 
may have applications in New 
Brunswick. 


Thus far in the Agreement, the 
Woodlot Infrastructure project has 
provided financial assistance to- 
wards construction of over 1300 km 
of trails and access roads. 


The Specialty Products initiative 
has provided assistance towards 
Christmas tree grading and the de- 
velopment of over 325 ha of maple 
sugar stands. A professional serv- 
ices component provides woodlot 
owners with soil and foliar anal- 
yses. 


ary 


Roads and trails allow owners 
complete access to their woodlots, 
increasing opportunities for forest 
management and harvesting. 


The ‘‘wood caddy,” introduced to 
New Brunswick through the Tech- 
nology Transfer program, removes 
forest products from thinning op- 
erations without damaging the re- 
maining forest or terrain. 


PUBLIC INFORMATION/ 
EDUCATION/EVALUATION 


he Public Information/ 

Education Program has 
funded a variety of activities aimed 
at increasing public awareness of 
the importance of the forest re- 
source to the economy, and the 
need to allocate funds to forest 
management. 


To increase the effectiveness of the 
Program, a survey was conducted 
early in the Agreement to assess 
the attitudes, opinions, and aware- 
ness levels of the people of New 
Brunswick about forestry issues in 
the Province. 


An education kit designed to en- 
courage teachers to teach children 
about the forest is presently 
undergoing a pilot run in the schools, 
and, if successful, will form part of 
the curriculum. As well, a media 
campaign, based on the “A Forest 
in Our Future” theme, has been 
conducted throughout the Agree- 
ment, and, since 1986/87, the Pro- 
gram has been involved with the 
National Awareness Campaign. In 
addition, a forestry trailer travels 
throughout New Brunswick each 
summer, visiting malls and exhibi- 
tions. Other activities include bro- 
chures, slide tape presentations and 
displays. 


Funding has been allocated for a 
final evaluation by an independent 
consultant of programs and activi- 
ties carried out under the Agree- 
ment. It is anticipated that this will 
be completed by September 30, 
1988. 


The “‘A Forest in Our Future’’ ad- 
vertising campaign has included 
television, radio, and newspaper 
advertisements, as well as a pub- 
lication on the Agreement and pos- 
ters. 


THE FUTURE 


ddressing the potential 
wood supply shortage is 
still the major challenge facing the 
forest sector. Efforts aimed at al- 
leviating this shortage must con- 
tinue. Maintaining the level of 
silviculture attained through this 
Forest Renewal Agreement will go 
a long way towards providing the 
resource base needed to meet the 
current requirements of industry. 


However, increasing the level of 
forest management in New Bruns- 
wick could enable the forest indus- 
try to expand to capture a greater 
share of the growing world demand 
for forest products. As well, raising 
current levels of .ilviculture would 
result in badly-needed employment 
in rural areas of the Province. 


Rapid technological change and in- 
creasing international competition 
challenge the industry to diversify 
its products, and develop new, more 
aggressive marketing strategies. An 
increased emphasis on technolog- 
ical innovation and new markets will 
generate increased employment 
and investment opportunities for 
both small and large businesses. 


A carefully planned expansion of the 
industry, supported by an intensi- 
fied silviculture program, enhanced 
research and development efforts, 
and innovative training opportuni- 
ties, will provide increased employ- 
ment and income for the people of 
New Brunswick. 


To meet the challenge of managing 
this valuable natural resource, we 
need the cooperation of govern- 
ment agencies, private industry, 
private woodlot owners, and all New 
Brunswickers. The future is in our 
hands. 
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